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Woman develops (gingerbr

Project she started
for her daughters
now local tradition

4Y DER BRESLOW
Carrespondent

Wost folks i Mew Jersey are
rea%vam bt the shopping malls on
the day after Thanksgiving. But not
Faresa Hock & 20-year resident of
Bloomiingdaie, Hodk heads to the
supenmarket  knowing  exactly
arhat she needs. Her cart Is filled
with 30 pounds of flour, 180
pounds of melasses, nine pounds
of margurine, tree dozen eggs and
over 24 pounds of confectioners
sugar. This is just the start of prepa-
ration for the Annual Hock Gin-
gerhread Workshop.

“We prepare gingerbread for 55 houses (220
squares and 300 people), There are six pieces of
gingerbread to work with; four for each side of
the house and two for the peak of the roof A
smooth running workshop requires a lot of leg
worl

Teresa Hoek
Gingerbread Cottage Herkshep Industrialist

An avid baker and cake decora-
tor, Hock has always enjoyed mak-
g yummy creations for her hus-
band john and daughters, Colleen
and Holly. When the gixls were
young, she searched for new and
different projects to do with them.

n 1991, she foand a Ginger-
byead House cookie cuiter kit
made by Wilton Industries.

Thouigh such houses are fypically
made with graham crackers, Hock
decided to bake the gingerbread.
Starting out small, a few neigh-
hots tame over before the holidags
to male gingerbread people and
honges, Hock instructed theXids to
bring nething but thelr imaginae-
Hons. She supplied the gingerbread
and the trirmming - M&Ms, Mecco

Tarssa Hock of Blaorningdate, whe began making gingerbraad houses for her daughiers, now
f haking gingerbread and assembling the delectable

annually teaches others the craft o
dweliings.

wafers, Soownaps, prezels, candy
canes and mint-marshmallows. Fi-
feen years later, 2 wadition was
born, On Dec. 13, 2007, over 30
guests (both repeatess and new
“akers™) will some to the Hocks'
\o make soms singerbread magie.
Three weeks before the event,

! ok and her mom, Dolores
i Inglese, spend close to IF houss in

her small kitchen mixing lngredi-

| ents and baking gingerbread. Once

coaled. the peces are separated
make "kits”
“We prepare gingerbread for 53

b houses (220 squares and 300 peo-

ple); Hock explalns, “There are six
pieces of gingerbread to work with

! four for sach side of the house and

T

At the 2006 annual gingerbread house
=~ tarianz inglese of Hawthorne, Emily R

workshep run by Sloomingdale's Teresa
00s of Ridgewood, and Jenna Gilby of Washington,

Hock (1ton)

two for the peak of the roof” &
smooth  ropning  workshop
requires 4 1ot of leg work. 1

The icing, which provides the
“glye” for the house, is not dong
ahead of time.

“WWe save the icing for the day of
the workshop; she said, “it can’t
be made top sarly becanse itwould
barden”

Meringue powder, conlection-
er's sugar and water are muved

ead) cottage industry

‘The finlshed product.

together to make a royat icing.

"Cmce 2 house is ready to be
built, the semi-wet feing is agplied
10 the edges of the walls and they
are pressed together. The icing
becomes hard ~ holding the walls
and peak of the roof fogether”

Some give giogerbread cre-
ations as gifts, Others domate thelr
fensses 1o hospitals, nursing botaes
and childrery's charities, and a few
insist on keeping them. :

“Personalization is important. 1
buy enough for everyone to cover

-3 House, Some repeaters arrive
withithélr own ttimmmings? -

Hock leamns alot about parson-
alities by Whiching how candy and
pretzels are used to decorate, Cre-
ativity is reflected in the finished
product.

Afier building and decorating -
2 two to three hour process - the
Hock family presents awards:
“Best Use of Chocolate,” “Best
Beginner House” or “Most Cre-
ative Use of leing”

“There are leenagers -~ My
daughters’ frjends, who T don't see
al} year” she said, Qider, attending
college or working full-time,
they're mvolved in thelr own fves.
But Hock believes that kids recog-
nize the sentiment in giving a
handmade gift It replaces the
aliure of the department store.

Haodl's pldest daughter, Collesn,
fives in Oldahotga.

“Tf she weren't coming home for
Christmas, she'd come hoime just
1o malke her gingerbread houge”
Hock sald.

1t's 2 fun and festive patheting,
from decorating to cleanup. Bach
masterpiece is wrapped carefufly w
‘withstand the diive home,

“Yve been sending a house 0
oy brother i Florida for the past
10 years. Packed in a very stud
box, not bns has brokeén,” she seid.

Holiday shopping for a large
family is cossly.

“1 make 15 houses to give as
gifis. Mot chly do” people fove
themy™ she said, “they've come to
expect them.)

Al the Maimonides Cancer
Center In Brooklyn, BLY., where
Hock commutes daily Jor work,
she domates a house as a raffle fiem
for the annual children's holiday

parg.

Teresa and Jokn are proud that
the workshop has evelved. What
began as “something to do” to
entertain her young girls, the
Annual Hack GingerEread Work-
shop has become a ameaninghil
ard treasured holiday happening
in Bloomingdale.




