
Giving Him Wings
By Debbie Breslow

"Mommy, look ot thof l i tt le boy's nose!"
"Ooh, thot must've been guite o foll, is he
o.k.?" "Whot's fhe story with the rubben
nose?" fs thot elephontit is?" "Honk, Honk,
ore you o clown?" "Oh, rny sisfer's kid hod
thot. ff went owoy by the time he was five."
"Tolk to your doctor, Ihey are doing wonders
wifh foser-in foct, my neighbor soid..." I wos-
n't interested in whot han neighbor soid.

"Whot's wrong with his face?" soid o l itt le
boy fo me ot lhe pork yesterday. "Oh, it 's a
birthmork". T responded. "Does it hurf?" he
continues. "No", f replied. "Moybe you should
give him o both tonight. And tell him to use
soopl" he recommended confidently. "Thonks

for the odvice", I thought to myself. Then I
looked down ot Kenny to check his neoction to
whof the little boy hod soid. He wos olreody
plonted in fhe sondbox, building o sondcostle
with his fovorite stuffed dog, Duke.

Kenny is three
yeors old. To
dale, the afore-
mentioned gues-
t ions ond com-
ments really
hoven' f  seemed
tofazeKenny.  To

dote, f try (vigilontly) not to let them f aze me
either. But some doys are 5elter thon ofhers.
I 'd l ike Io believe thot with oge comes wisdom
ond thot f 'm wise enough not io let this sfuff
get to me. After all, isn't it humon noture to
notice ond perhops question someone who
looks different? But if 's my kid

Kenny wos born wifh on qrteriovenous mol-
formotion (AVM) of the nosol ond molor

K€nny BresJow ployino lhe quiior

r"gion f-f i. f ip ona t"ft cheek are red ond
engorged due to on over-octivity of blood sup-
ply to the areo ond he hos frequent nose
bleeds. We were told ot birth thot it wos a
"bruise" resulting from birth tnoumo. By the
time Kenny and I were dischorged from the
OB unit, we were told thot the "bruise" wos o
port wine stoin ond that it could be removed
successfully with loser surgery.

Sixteen unsuccessful loser surgeries loter,
we discovered that Kenny's birthmork wos on
AVM- We ore fortunote to hove estoblished
nelotionship with o world-renowned enodvos-
culor surgeon ond remoin hopeful thot Kenny's
condition, though incuroble, wil l be kept under
control.

The detoils of our clinical research, diag-
nostic trials ond tribulotions, ond exhousting
hospitol experiences qre no more diff icult,
unigue or draining thon for onyone who hos o
child with o medicol condition thot reguires
ongoing intervention. Whot remoins most dif-
f icult for me, however, is my obil ity to rernoin
strong, optimistic ond hopeful thot Kenny wil l
hove the bockbone he needs Io face ond deql
with the ignoront remorks, questions ond
potentiolly hormful teosing lhot qre typicolly
ossocioied with kids who look diff erent.

When f get bogged down with worry obouf
Kenny's l i f elong coping obil it ies, I om remind-
ed of quote once read by Eleonor Roosevelt:

"No one can make you feel inferior
withouf your consenf"

I must recognize ond accept thot this is his
lif e to lead. As his mother, I con do oll I con
fo foster his self-esteem, provide him with
love, support ond encourogement, and teoch
him the importonce of Jolerance. Kenny is the
one who wil l hove to experience life with o
focial difference firsfhond. I know hewill get
through it in the besf woy he knows how. But
he's sti l l  my kid.
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On Aplil 7th ancl Uth, an internation:rl conf'cr-ence,
entitlecl Vasculal Anornalies 2000, was helcl at NYtl
Medical School with Dr..Judah F'olkrl:ur, a noted
researcher in thc ticl<l of'blood vessel
growth, as the keynotc syreaker. 

-fhe

evcnt f'eaturcd gucst lecturcrs fi'onr the
Institute of Rec<>nstmctive Pl:rstic
Sr-rrgerw, the NYtl School of Medicine
thcultv and other-medical centers
anruncl the country inclucling M:r1cr
Clinic, Boston Children's Hospitiil,
Beth Israel Meclical Center (NYC).

Duke LTniversity, Colorado
Neurological Institute, Children's
HosJlital of' Los Angeles, Ar-kansas
Children's Hospital and Lenox Hill
Hospital arnong others.

'lJre 
first dav fircusccl on irn histori-

c:rl pe rspective and classilication of the
virrious anom:rlies, genetic zrclvances,
and irnaging issues :urd closecl widr a
discussion of the cleleterious ellects of miscliagnoses

ancl late relcrrals. On Saturday'monring, the conl'er-

ence delveci into nrultidisciplin:u-r' nranagenrent of
vascul;rr conditions lleginning w.ith a lecture on the

psvchological ;rspects of'these conditions. 
'fhe 

lec-

tules highlighted the nrultidisciplinarv appr<lach, then
exarninccl the difl'ering opinions on surgica.l and mr-

stu-gical interuention. In the aftemoon,

lks were given on the special surgical
'onsiclerations given to linrbs, lips :rncl
lc nose, zurd the elfbctivencss of
perficial and deep laser-therap1,. Jhg

>nI'erence endecl with lecttrres on

nous :rnd lvmphatic v;rscular m:rlfor-

a description of various thera-

ulic sittrations, the advantages of

nultidisciplinan. v:rscul;rr ;rnomall' cen-
rs and support groups. Craphic sli<les

used tlrroughout the tr)resenta-
tions to illustr:rte the patients discussed,
both befbr-e and after their procedures.
The Institute \,vas represented lt1' Drs..
Phillip Cirsson,.f oseph G. McCarthv,
Francinc Blei, Barrv Zicle, Alice Pope,

PhD., Seth Orlorv, Robert Roscn,
Nc.janclro Berenstein ancl Nolarn Karp. The coni'er--

encc rvAS such a success of sharing and <liscussing
infirrrn:rtion that another coni'erence is schecluled firr
next Spring.
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